[Methylobacterium radiotolerans bacteremia in hemodialysis patients].
Central venous catheters (CVCs) play an important role in replacement therapy for patients with acute and chronic renal failure. Secondary infections due to central venous access are responsible for 48-73% of bacteremia in hemodialysis patients and are an important cause of morbidity and increased health costs for these patients. Episodes of unexplained fever were noted in hemodialysis patients in our center starting in October 2006. An investigation for causative microorganisms was conducted from October 2006 to April 2007. Bacterial DNA was extracted and amplified using universal primers for bacterial 16S. Amplification by multiple PCR was performed on the samples and the subsequent sequencing led to the identification of the microorganism of interest as belonging to Methylobacterium radiotolerans. We report the largest cluster of dialysis catheter-related bloodstream infections caused by M. radiotolerans, and describe the difficulties in the prompt and correct identification of these bacteria. Thirty-seven patients had positive cultures for M. radiotolerans from blood (2.7%) or CVC (29.7%) or both (67.6%). After removal and replacement of CVCs and antibiotic therapy and the strict application of an infection management protocol, there were no more fever episodes or cultures positive for M. radiotolerans.